SOLD INTO SLAVERY

During the three hundred years
of its existence, the Transatlantic
Slave Trade brought an estimated
6.5 million enslaved Africans to the
Caribbean, of this number 44, 002
enslaved Africans were brought to
Trinidad and Tobago.
This journey to the Caribbean and
other parts of the New World is
known as the Middle Passage.
This was an inhumane process which
included capture and enslavement
in Africa, the journey to the coast
and other departure points, storage
and packaging for shipment, the
Transatlantic crossing, the sale
and distribution in the Americas
and finally
adjustment to
the Americas.

THE LIFE OF
THE ENSLAVED ON THE
PLANTATION

Plantation life in the Caribbean duplicated the
social hierarchy in the region. Developed as an
economic initiative, plantation society and slave
labour became the core of Caribbean society. The
majority of the enslaved worked in the agricultural
sector, particularly on sugar plantations.
On the sugar plantation children, men, women
and the elderly all had their functions to ensure
the production of sugar. Some of the enslaved held
skilled jobs on the plantation such as distillers,
mechanics and overseer. Women by the end of the
eighteenth century made up the majority of gangs,
thus showing they worked just as hard as men.
Though sugar was the dominant crop, the
enslaved also worked on cocoa, cotton and
coffee plantations as well as tended to cattle
for husbandry purposes. Those who resided in
towns worked as porters, domestics, prostitutes,
market vendors and casual labourers and some
men worked as enslaved seamen. In Trinidad
by 1800 about 4000 enslaved persons made up
the populace of Port of Spain. They were skilled
workers who were hired out by their owners for
various jobs which included seamstresses, washers,
masons, carpenters, goldsmiths and blacksmiths.

CONTROL AND
PUNISHMENT

Punishment during slavery took on many
forms and varied in severity depending on
the crime. Planters perceived the enslaved
as dangerous and as such implemented
punishments designed to torture and deter
other potential offenders. The enslaved
were castrated, branded with hot irons,
dismembered and locked in prisons/
dungeons for infinite periods of time.
Floggings were used for various offences
while the stocks were used for less
significant crimes. In 1801, large numbers
of enslaved persons died mysteriously
in Trinidad at the Montalambert estate.
After the establishment of a poisoning
commission, numerous persons were
tortured and confined to the Port of Spain
jail where they were chained flat to the floor
in dark, airless cells.
Pierre Francois during this commission
protested his innocence but was still
sentenced to be burnt alive. The sentencing
was carried out and he was burnt alive along
with the corpse of a headless slave who was
hanged and decapitated earlier.

ORDINANCE ON
RUNAWAY SLAVES

RESISTANCE
TO SLAVERY

Resistance to slavery was endemic amongst the
enslaved population in the Caribbean. The methods
through which the enslaved Africans resisted
slavery included Grand and Petit Maroonage, armed
revolt and rebellion, gynaecological resistance,
feigning illnesses and laziness, damaging property,
poisoning both the master and themselves, retaining
their African religion and cultural practices,
writing letters and memoirs as well as giving oral
testimonies to Commissions of Inquiry. The enslaved
Africans were crucial in the fight for Emancipation
as they played a large role in freeing themselves.

ARMED REVOLT
AND REBELLION
TRINIDAD
The revolt at St. Joseph in 1837 was led by
Dagaa (Donald Stewart) a former African
chief in Guinea and the leader of the first
British West India Regiment. In the early
morning of June 18th 1837, the revolt broke
out when approximately 250 of Daaga’s
men assaulted the barracks of the white
officers. By daybreak however, many of the
mutineers surrendered and Daaga himself
was taken into custody. Daaga and his
remaining compatriots were sentenced to
death by firing squad on August 16th 1837.
TOBAGO
The year 1770 marked the beginning of an
eleven year period in the history of Tobago
which is characterised by numerous armed
revolts by the enslaved Africans. From 1770
to 1801, six armed revolts took place on the
island. One revolt led by an enslaved named
Sandy in 1770, two armed revolts in 1771,
one in June and the other in August, one
revolt in 1773, 1774 and 1801. These revolts
were not concentrated in one specific area
on the island and in some instances such as
the 1773 revolt; it was an island wide event.

FREE BLACK AMERICANS THE MERIKINS 1815 to 1816
During the War of 1812 between the British
and Americans, the British made promises
of freedom to slaves who joined their naval
or military forces. These soldiers were told
that they would remain free and obtain
16 acres of land per head of family. The
first Merikins settled in Company Villages
around Princes Town. Some of these
villages are now known as New Grant,
Hindustan, Indian Walk, Sherring Place
and Hardbargain. Some Merikins also
settled in Caroni and Laventille but unlike
their compatriots in the south they did
not stay long on their land and instead
undertook casual labour in the towns.

MANUMISSION
Enslaved persons also attained freedom
through manumission. Many skilled
enslaved persons would be loaned to other
plantations for the purpose of small jobs
such as blacksmiths and coopers. The
money they gained from these jobs would
be saved and after negotiations between
the planter and the enslaved, a sum of
money would be offered in exchange for
their freedom as well as their family. This
process bolstered the creation of free
communities in different areas of
Trinidad and Tobago

RECALLING THE ROAD TO FREEDOM

The road to freedom for the enslaved was prolonged but the
nineteenth century brought with it change and the end to
enslavement. The first half of this century saw the passing
of three major Acts that led to the end of slavery in 1838 in
the British Caribbean. Towards the end of the eighteenth
century, formal campaigns against the Slave Trade were
formed. After gaining momentum in the British parliament
through abolitionists such as William Wilberforce, Granville
Sharp and Thomas Clarkson, The Act to Abolish the Slave
Trade was passed on March 25th 1806 and came into effect
on January 1st 1807. Trinidadian planters feared that this Act
would hinder their economic profits and as such petitioned
against it but were unsuccessful. Subsequently, the planters
continued to trade in slaves but this was done through illegal
means.

Amelioration Act

The Amelioration Act as passed as abolitionists sought to
improve the conditions in which the enslaved lived. Under
this act, pregnant women and infants were to receive a
better diet and nutrition and females slaves were no longer
to be flogged. This Act also proposed that all lashes given
to enslaved men should be recorded and all punishments
should be administered 24 hours after the crime took place
when tempers were cooled.

Emancipation Act

The Act for the Abolition of Slavery was passed by the British
Parliament on August 28th 1833 and came into effect on the
1st of August 1834. Under this act, slavery was abolished
and declared unlawful throughout British colonies. Though
this act ended enslavement on paper, the formerly enslaved
had to serve various periods of apprenticeship before they
were freed. Plantation and owners of the enslaved were also
to receive compensation under the Emancipation Act. It is
believed that owners in Trinidad received 1,033,992 pounds
sterling compensation for the 20,657 slaves (though certain
sources say 24,000 Trinidadian slaves were set free) while
those in Tobago received 233,875 pounds sterling for their
11,599 slaves.

Apprenticeship

Under this system of Apprenticeship the formerly enslaved
were neither fully enslaved nor fully freed. Apprenticeship
came into place with three proposed main objectives; to
provide an easy and peaceful transition from slavery to
freedom; to guarantee the planters an adequate supply
of labour during this period and to train the apprentices
for the responsibilities of freedom. Under this system of
apprenticeship praedials (field slaves) were to be apprentices
until 1840 and non-praedials (non- field slaves) until the
1st of August 1838. Various reasons including protest by the
praedial workers caused this system to end prematurely. In
Trinidad on August 2nd 1838, the militia had to suppress
a protesting crowd of about 200 people, mostly women
demanding their full freedom. Similar protests took
place throughout the region and as such the system of
apprenticeship ended in 1838.

PROCLAMATION
ON THE
ABOLITION
OF SLAVERY

COMPENSATION
CLAIMS

After emancipation, claims were
submitted by owners of slaves.
They were compensation for the
loss of the services of the slaves.

Pan Africanism
Modern pan-Africanism is about one hundred years
old. It was in July 1900 that Henry Sylvester Williams,
a Trinidad-born barrister, organised the first panAfrican conference in London. He wanted, he stated,
to ‘bring into closer touch with each other the peoples
of African descent throughout the world.’ This
gathering was a small affair - only four representatives
from Africa itself attended - but it was the beginning
of a movement that would grow in the course of the
century, attracting men and women around the world
to an ideal of justice and human rights.
Pan-Africanism can perhaps be best described
through some of its strongest features:
• It is an association or a movement, aimed at giving
Black people full participation in the political,
social, cultural and economic dimensions of world
affairs.
• It is unmistakably and emphatically Afrocentric,
that is to say it takes Africa as its starting point for
all its ideas and beliefs.
• It assumes that all Black people around the world
constitute a single family, descended from a
common African origin.
• It stands for the decolonization of Africa and the
independence of all states. It is totally opposed to
any form of racial injustice or discrimination.
• It is committed to the universal recognition of the
full dignity of Black people and their equality as
citizens of the world.
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